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On Being Truly Original
It s a strange irony that we claim to aim for individuality, but we try to be like each other in so many ways. This
article explores that phenomenon and give direction to how to be truly original. Find the home site of author Bill
Allin at http: billallin.com
The will to originality is not the will to be peculiar and unlike anybody else; it means the desire to derive one's
consciousness from its primary source.
- Nicolas Berdyeav, Russian writer, philosopher
Ironically, adolescents, in their drive to be diﬀerent from the rest of the society they have grown up with, tend to
follow a small selection of costume styles, hair styles, jewelry piercing styles and tattoo styles. Trying to be
diﬀerent, they all look the same to an outsider from the same society they are trying to oﬀend (or to be diﬀerent
from).
Young adults ﬁnd it very diﬃcult to be unlike anybody else because they often have no idea how to be diﬀerent.
They have been conditioned to follow the same patterns as their peers (who tend to be dictated to by industries)
that they develop a herd mentality. This changes in college when they tend to diverge due according to
specialization and interests.
How does anyone "derive one's consciousness from its primary source?" This is the point where scientists and
materialists ﬁnd their eyes glazing over because the discussion inevitably leads beyond their realm of
understanding. Which means, to them, the topic is boring, if not outright fantasy.
However, science has no idea, no concept, of what consciousness is. They could derive it from their concept of the
unconscious, but they don't have any idea what that is either. Oh, they have guesses, but they can't prove
anything one way or another because they have no way to formulate a hypothesis that can be tested.
Science knows what the human brain is because it can be seen, felt, probed and examined with all manner of
specialized equipment. But the mind or consciousness, not so much.
Science believes that we all act out our lives in a state of consciousness and dream in our unconscious. But it can't
even prove or disprove whether the reverse is true or false. In fact, no one can prove (nor can they know for
certain) that we do not dream our (apparently) conscious lives and live reality in our unconscious dreams (or what
convention causes us to call dreams).
At this point, consciousness and mind (as opposed to the brain) are as impossible for science to study as the
supernatural, miracles or God.
Ask science what the source is of matter and energy and they will likely point to the so-called Big Bang or some
theory that serves a similar purpose. What went before the Big Bang, whether there have been more than one of
them going back before the one we know and whether more Big Bangs are in store for our universe in the distant
future are matters for conjecture.
Science can't deny that consciousness exists because every scientist has one. But it's neither matter nor energy.
The unconscious is even more mysterious because it's apparently the opposite (with the preﬁx un-) of
consciousness, which they can't understand.
Berdyeav and many others claim that these originate with something called the Primary Source. Call it what you
like, it's beyond human understanding.
If we try to distinguish ourselves from others according to the values of fashion, occupation, beliefs or
organizations to which we belong, we must inevitably deal with the values of other people. If we try to establish our
consciousness on the basis that it comes from a source beyond human understanding, we have a good chance of
being diﬀerent, individual.
But that brings inevitable consequences with it. Those who derive their consciousness from the Primary Source

don't believe in war, in the sociopathic values of business, in the materialism preached by interminable streams of
advertising or in the brainwashing methods practised by most religions.
That makes them freaks. They don't mind that because they understand what distinguishes them from the rabble
that doesn't understand them.
They are at peace. They understand and appreciate tranquility. They like and respect themselves. They respect
everything else around them (either living or not) as part of a universal whole. They won't destroy. They will help
others, but they won't force anything on them.
They are originals in the purest sense of the word.
Bill Allin
Turning It Around: Causes and Cures for Today's Epidemic Social Problems, a book about how, when
and what to teach children so that they have the potential to be self secure individuals, originals
rather than followers.
Learn more at http://billallin.com
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